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Societies have long used puppetry to 

investigate and communicate their 

cultural identities, moral values, and 

h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s .  P u p p e t 

performances frequently showcase 

characters and narratives that mirror 

the societies they come from, providing 

spectators with an insight into the beliefs 

and relevant issues of those people. 

Religion and mythology have greatly 

influenced the art of puppetry. Puppets 

frequently assume roles in religious 

rituals, narrative discourse, and 

conveying ethical  teachings. To 

communicate religious narratives to a 

populat ion that lacked l i teracy, 

European medieval church rituals used 

puppets. Hindu epics and local tales 

closely connect with puppetry in Asia, 

creating a rich and dynamic cultural 

t rad i t ion of  s toryte l l ing.  These 

enactments utilized puppetry not just as 

“Puppetry itself is a complicated field 

that combines performance and 

technical skill with craftsmanship and 

humor, master puppeteer and puppet 

maker” --- Bob Flanagan 

a kind of entertainment but also as a 

means of imparting moral and spiritual 

teaching. In the field of puppetry, cultural 

expression is of utmost importance. 

Consider Indonesia as an example where 

traditional shadow puppetry, known as 

Wayang Kulit, serves not just as a 

theatrical performance but also represents 

the complexities of Indonesian beliefs, 

social structures, and religious narratives. 

Puppetry remains a significant medium for 

the expression and preservation of cultural 

identities, whether through the enduring 

narratives conveyed in shadow play or the 

lively parades that embody societal 

critiques in a tangible manner.

Editorial Column

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Padmini Rangarajan

Source: PNA



The Chicago International Puppet Theatre Festival promotes and enhances the 

art of puppetry by showcasing sophisticated programmes that are essential to the 

cultural landscape of Chicago. The Festival is the largest puppetry event in North 

America, aiming to engage and inspire a wide range of audiences. It offers over 100 

activities each year, including performances, workshops, artist intensives, free 

neighbourhood events, and symposia. The Festival attracts up to 14,000 attendees 

over an 11-day period in January.

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival

World Puppetry:  

Padmini Rangarajan
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Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival

World Puppetry:  

Padmini Rangarajan

The success of all not-for-profit organisations, including The Chicago International 

Puppet Theatre Festival, relies heavily on volunteer leadership. We express our 

gratitude for the contributions of the civic leaders listed below, who generously 

devote their time, talents, resources, expertise, connections, knowledge, ideas, and 

enthusiasm.

Examine the occurrences of the previous six festivals by selecting the 

brochure PDFs provided below. The website provides Festival 

programmes, videos, and images of performances, along with detailed commentary 

and connections to other resources regarding Festival performers, partners, 

programmes, and their work.

The Festival's Strategic Plan for 2021-2026 aims to showcase and honour 

puppet artists from many countries, who will stage performances throughout the city 

catering to both adult and young audiences. The Festival has had consistent growth in 

various dimensions, including an increase in the number of acts, larger audiences, 

and a progressively expanding annual budget. Additionally, the Festival has gained a 

stronger reputation and has had a greater influence over the years. As the 

organisation began planning for the 2021 Festival, they were focused on expansion 

and looking for fresh and creative ways to attract new audiences and spread the 

influence of puppetry. Amidst the pandemic, cultural upheaval, and quarantine, a 

dedicated group of supporters, colleagues, and staff persevered in their efforts to 

advance the art of puppetry. They utilised this time to internally concentrate on 

creating a thorough 5-year strategic plan that would establish a trajectory for 

maximum growth and long-term viability. This plan was designed as a component of 

The Chicago Community Trust's esteemed SmartGrowth Programme and was also 

granted financial support from The ArtsWork Fund.
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Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival

World Puppetry:  

Padmini Rangarajan

Open Studio: Since 1898, the Fine Arts Building in Chicago has accommodated 

internationally acclaimed painters. The Chicago Fine Arts Building hosts Open Studios 

on the second Friday of each month, providing free admission to the public. By going 

up to the studio on the 4th floor, individuals will have the chance to encounter other 

wonderful puppet fans and observe the exact location where the enchantment is 

brought to life! The event offers a variety of attractions including light refreshments, 

engaging conversations, and displays by talented artists. Encouraging the use of 

public transport is highly advocated. Parking is available in the South Grant Parking 

Garage, with the entrance situated 30 feet from the building. Parking validation is not 

provided. In addition, there are paid parking facilities situated on Wabash at 

Roosevelt and Van Buren. 

The Chicago Puppet Lab serves as a platform for Chicago artists to develop and 

produce innovative and unique puppet theatre performances. Since October, a 

diverse group of artists with different creative backgrounds and varying levels of 

expertise in puppetry has been gathering regularly under the guidance of Co-

directors Tom Lee and Grace Needlman.

ANYWHERE is a magnificent and notable string-marionette performance crafted by 

the renowned French puppetry company Théâtre de l'Entrouvert. It was originally 

developed for the stage by Elise Vigneron and Hélène Barreau. ANYWHERE is a work 

that draws inspiration from Henry Bauchau's classic 'Oedipus on the road' and 

portrays the extensive journey of Oedipus and his daughter Antigone. Oedipus, who 

has been defeated, manifests as an ice puppet that slowly liquefies, then transforms 

into mist, and then vanishes in the forest, a location associated with foresight. 

ANYWHERE delicately and powerfully depicts a poetic voyage, rendered in 

6



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival

World Puppetry:  

Padmini Rangarajan

This is the most important information to all the enthusiastic artists and puppeteers.

The list of instructors are Alex and Olmsted, Stephen Kaplin and Kuang-yu 

Fong, Myra Su, Linda Wingerter, Yael Rasooly, Mark Blashford, Paulette 

Richards, Vanessa S. Valliere, Roberto Rossi, Caitlin McLeod, Jaerin Son, 

Jerrell L. Henderson, Avner Eisenberg, Lindsey Noel Whiting, Blair Thomas, 

Tarish “Jeghetto” Pipkins, Tom Lee, Chad Williams and many more 

Every year Chicago International Puppet Theatre Festival organizes online workshops 

divided as one week workshops and Multi week workshops, in person workshops on 

Toy Theatre, Shadow Puppetry, 150 Puppet Hand Techniques and many more. 

Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival

Scholarships and bursaries are available to anyone who are committed to learning the 

art form. However, it is essential to remain watchful regarding the workshop 

notification and contact the festival coordinator accordingly. 

monochrome, encompassing the elements of fire and ice. It explores themes of our 

physicality, our surroundings, our vulnerabilities, and our endless cycle of 

rejuvenation.

Workshops:

�

The above information is taken from  after taking permission https://chicagopuppetfest.org

from the Ms. Taylor Bibat (She/Her) Festival and Education Coordinator
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Hand Puppets

About Puppetes:  

Dr. Arun Bansal

Hand puppets, also known as glove puppets, are one of the most common and versatile types of 

puppets. They are typically small enough to fit over the hand or fingers of the puppeteer and are 

controlled by moving the fingers, thumb, and hand. Hand puppets can be simple or complex in design, 

and they are often used in puppet shows, storytelling, educational programs, and entertainment for 

children.

Here are some key features and aspects of hand puppets:

1. Design: Hand puppets are usually designed with a hollow body that fits over the puppeteer's 

hand like a glove. The puppet's head is attached to the top of the body, and the puppeteer's 

fingers can manipulate the head, mouth, and sometimes arms of the puppet. The design can 

vary widely, from animals and fantasy creatures to human characters and everyday objects.

2. Materials: Hand puppets can be made from a variety of materials, including fabric, foam, paper, 

and other lightweight materials. They are often constructed with soft, flexible materials that 

allow for ease of movement and manipulation.
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Hand Puppets

About Puppetes:  

Dr. Arun Bansal

5. Versatility: Hand puppets are highly versatile and can be used in a wide range of settings and 

performances. They are commonly used in puppet theaters, schools, libraries, and children's 

television programs. Hand puppets can also be used in therapeutic settings to facilitate 

communication, storytelling, and self-expression.

3. Movement: Puppeteers use their fingers, thumb, and hand to control the movements of the 

hand puppet. By bending and flexing their fingers, they can make the puppet's head turn, nod, 

or tilt, as well as open and close its mouth to speak or express emotions. Some hand puppets 

also have movable arms or other features that puppeteers can control.

4. Voice and Expression: Hand puppets come to life through the combination of movement, voice, 

and expression. Puppeteers often use their own voices to provide dialogue and 

characterizations for the puppets, giving each puppet its own personality and unique voice. 

Facial expressions and body language can also be conveyed through the puppet's movements 

and gestures.

Overall, hand puppets are beloved for their charm, simplicity, and ability to captivate audiences of 

all ages. They offer endless opportunities for creativity and imagination, making them a timeless 

favorite in the world of puppetry.

Overall, hand puppets are beloved for their charm, simplicity, and ability to captivate 

audiences of all ages. They offer endless opportunities for creativity and imagination, 

making them a timeless favorite in the world of puppetry.



Summer camp provides an optimal opportunity for children and teenagers to acquire 

knowledge and enjoy themselves. We design activities that include outdoor games, 

sports, music, art, and educational programmes to foster the development of 

essential life skills in participants. Summer camps facilitate the cultivation of 

confidence, self-reliance, interpersonal abilities, leadership qualities, and physical 

well-being in youngsters. 

Educational institutions, religious establishments, community centers, and other 

similar entities typically coordinate summer camps.

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 
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Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

Summer camp is crucial for children since it offers them the chance to acquire 

knowledge, make errors, learn from those errors, explore, collaborate with others, 

and reflect on their personal comfort zones. This is a period during which youngsters 

have the opportunity to acquire new artistic and creative skills, as well as develop 

their self-assurance. Engaging in meaningful activities to discover unfamiliar 

surroundings, using the resources at hand, and collaborating with a team on group 

projects fosters a sense of self-assurance in the initial phase and a sense of 

contribution in the subsequent phase. Successfully completing these two stages 



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

This is the time for social skills enhancement and leadership development. Every child 

gets to lead a group, play a game, complete a task, or be a leader for a day. That 

brings confidence and pride.

One can find a variety of themes included in summer camps. Some are full-fledged 

sports summer camps, while others include indoor and outdoor games. Most summer 

camps offer activities such as arts and crafts, nature walks, games, skating, museum 

visits, theater movies, and basic drawing and sketching.

enhances the individual's self-confidence and prepares them for the subsequent 

challenge.
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Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

Three major summer camps included Sphoorthi Theatre for Educational Puppetry, 

Art, and Crafts (STEPARC), one of which was a residential summer camp at Anvaya 

Public School. Mahadeva Nagara, H. D. Kote, Mysore. Anvaya Public School arose in 

2011 with the purpose of providing excellent education. So far, it has impacted over 

300 children between the ages of 4 and 15, ranging from Kindergarten to 7th grade. 

The school now has a high school building and campus. The main emphasis is on 

children who are economically and socially disadvantaged. The school provides free 

education to individuals whose parents work as daily wage labourers, earn below the 

minimum wage, or are single/divorced. 
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Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

Mr. Mahesh Ranna and Ms. Padmini Rangarajan were the trainers. Here, along with a 

rod puppet building with trash, a small presentation on the “farmers lives' story and 

sustainable agriculture as a theme was performed on the closure day of May 1st, 

2024.

We will host Aarunya Montessori School from April 29th to May 3rd, 2024. Aarunya 

Montessori School at D.D. colony, Bagh Amberpet, Hyderabad, is deeply rooted in 

Montessori pedagogy, a philosophy that we believe in wholeheartedly. They dedicate 

themselves to nurturing qualities such as empathy, compassion, resilience, and social 

responsibility in children. We firmly believe that raising a child is not just the 

14



Anvaya Public School Mahadevanagar, H D Kote, Mysore, Karnataka, India
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Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

responsibility of parents but a combined effort of parents, family, educators, and the 

community, and we work closely with families to help the children reach their greatest 

selves. The school is passionately committed to providing children with rich cultural 

experiences. These experiences serve as a gateway for children to learn and explore 

different avenues, igniting their curiosity and helping them find their passion and 

purpose in life.

Here, again, the students were introduced to the art of puppetry, including Indian 

puppetry and different forms of puppetry, along with story selection, storyboard 

creation, puppet designing, and playing with puppets. 

16



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Summer camp special

Dr. Anirudh Srinivasan

Puppetry: 

To conclude, bets to beat the heat is to be part of summer camp and make use of the 

time. 

The subsequent summer camp, held from May 8–9, 2024, entailed the collaboration 

of school teachers and Act Kidz personnel in the production of rudimentary rod 

puppets. Act Kidz offers its staff training in art, craft, yoga, theatre, and other talents 

during the summer to improve their learning capabilities and expand their knowledge 

in other areas. These trainers are moreover accountable for instructing children at 

multiple schools situated in Hyderabad, Chennai, and Bengaluru. The individuals 

responsible for instructing pupils at multiple schools located in Hyderabad, Chennai, 

and Bengaluru.



Anvaya Public School Mahadevanagar, H D Kote, Mysore, Karnataka, India
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Actkidz Pre-School and Funzone Summer Camp



Actkidz Pre-School and Funzone Summer Camp
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Actkidz Pre-School and Funzone Summer Camp
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Actkidz Pre-School and Funzone Summer Camp
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Ms. Puneet MadanArt in School Education

Art Teacher in School
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Release of a Book
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Events of the Month

Social Substance

28



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Events of the Month



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Events of the Month

30



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Events of the Month Vriddhi



The closing ceremony for the seventeenth annual summer camp organised by the 

Swarna Bharathi Kala Nilayama organisation, which offers instruction in music and 

dance to young people in and around the city of Kalwakurthy in the Nagarkarnool 

District, took place on May 29, 2024. Students have been given the opportunity to 

demonstrate their abilities not just in Kalwakurthy but also in neighbouring states and 

in New Delhi as a result of the numerous training sessions, concerts, and partnerships 

that have been organised by the organisation. Distinguished persons who have made 

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

“Rashtriya SevaRatna Puraskar-2023” 

Award confirmed by Swarna

Bharathi Kala Nilayam, Kalvakurthy, Nagarkarnool District, Telangana

Dr. Arun Bansal
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“Rashtriya SevaRatna Puraskar-2023” 

Dr. Arun Bansal

major contributions to the world of arts are the recipients of 

the Rashtriya Seva Puraskar, which is awarded annually by the 

organisations as a customary practice. The award was 

presented to the Director of the Sphoorthi Theatre for 

Educational Puppetry, Art, and Craft-STEPARC this year. The 

Director is an educational puppeteer, storyteller, and research 

scholar. Eleven other artists were also the recipients of this 

award.

Hearty Congartulations to Padmini Rangarajan !!!



PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Shradhanjali

!!!! Om Shanthi !!!!

In the January 2023 edition of Puthalika Patrika, we have published an exclusive piece 

about Sri Maguni Charan Kuanr and Mahipat Kavi. The URL provided is: 

https://sphoorthitheatre.com/Sphoorthi-Magazine-Puthalika-Patrika-archive.html

Sri Maguni Charan Kuanr, an inspiration in the field of rod puppetry in Odisha and 

recipient of the prestigious Padma Shri award, passed away in Keonjhar on Saturday, 

June 1, 2024. His age was 88. He had been experiencing age-related illnesses for a 

while. Kuanr was a very skilled craftsman who excelled at creating rod puppets, 

crafting screenplays, delivering dialogue, and building up stages with hand-painted 

backgrounds. 

Photo source: https://x.com/mygovindia/status/1638525509318463488/photo/1

Sri Maguni Charan Kuanr
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Creative Corner:

Use the given symbol/ figure as a 

reference and complete a 

meaningful picture

Post the completed pictures and give full 

details: 

Contact number to 

puthalikapatrika@gmail.com  

 Final Submission Date: June 22, 2024

Name, Parent/s name, Age of the child, Class, 

School, Place and State 

(Free to use colour pencils, crayons or paints)

Use the symbol/ figure as a reference and 

complete a meaningful picture. 

The best six will be issued e-Certificate 

This is open for kids between the age group of 

5 to 14 years. 

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA
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Dishant Bansal (12)
Ankur School
Chandigarh
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Gifts Distribution for 
Puthalika Patrika

Eshit Bansal (15)
Ankur School
Chandigarh
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Dr. Arun Bansal

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Nature’s Lap facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity 



Dr. Arun Bansal
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Cam Art

facebook.com/groups/socialsubstance
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Dr. Arun Bansal
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Cam Art facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity 



Dr. Arun Bansal

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Cam Art

facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity 
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Showcase of Art  Sahejpreet Kaur
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Showcase of Art Sudhir
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Showcase of Art Sudhir
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WASTE TO WEALTH TIPS

PUTHALIKA PATRIKA

Deeksha Jain
Class 3rd A

Delhi Public School, Chandigarh

Color Sheet

Glue

Pencil

Materials Needed 

Match Sticks

Craft Scisso

for Match-Stick Art

Now your Artefact is ready.

Draw an object or 

creature in a Straight 

Lines & stick the Match Sticks on the lines which you draw

Cut the color paper in any shape with your Craft/Designer Scissor

You can paste it on your Rough Note Book or on Personal Diary's coverage 

Step 2: 

Step 1: 



Participate in PUTHALIKA PATRIKA
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